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I went to the Palace this morning and communicated
a copy of Your Lordship's telegram to the Khedive. I
informed His Highness at the same time that if Mustapha
Pasha was reinstated as Prime Minister, I would not
object to the appointment of Mazloum and Boutros as
Ministers of Justice and Finance. I told him that I
felt it would be unjust of me to press for an answer
immediately, and that I would, unless His Highness
sent for me before, call to receive his answer to-morrow
morning. There was still, I added, time to yield, and
it was my earnest hope that he would take this course,
as, if he did not do so, the matter might take a more
serious and complicated turn. Nothing which the
Khedive said gave any indication of the nature of the
reply which he intended to give.

During this period I had, of course, kept
myself informed of the attitude taken up by the
foreign representatives, more especially those of
France and Russia. Whether the French and
Russian Consuls-General had been privy to the
recent coup d'ttat, was open to doubt, but it was
not in any degree doubtful that for a long time
past their language had been of a nature to encour-
age the Khedive in his resistance to England.
Directly, however, affairs began to take a serious
turn, they became alarmed. I telegraphed to
Lord Rosebery that the French Consul-General
had informed one of my Secretaries that " neither
he nor Moukhtar Pasha had been in any way privy
to the recent change of Ministry, that he had
Visited the Khedive that morning, but had